
10 





20 



25 



What is claimed is: 

1. a\ speech recognition system comprising: 
a plurality of voice pickup means for picking up 

uttered voices; 

determination means for determining a speech signal 
suitable for fepeech recognition from speech signals output 
from said plurality of voice pickup means; and 

speech ricognition means for performing speech 
recognition baked on said speech signal determined by said 
determination means - 

2. The speech recognition system according to^la±rrrT7 
wherein that of said speech signals outpuj^^^om said 
plurality of voice pickup mean^^-Wfiose speech level is equal 
to or higher than a^piTedetermined speech level and continues 
over a prejjeirermined period of time is determined as said 
sp^^6h signal suitable for speech recognition. 

3. Tt^ speech recognition system according to claim 1, 
^/herein said determination means acquires an average S/N 
value and averagewoice power of each of said speech signals 
output from said plurality of voice pickup means and 



\ 




determines that of said speech signal whose average S/N 
value and average voice ^wer are greater than respective 
predetermined threshold values as said speech signal 
suitable for speech recogniti?^. 

4. The speech recognition\sv??tem accordina to^ 
wherein said determjjiationnneans'^etermines a candidate 
rder^o€-^ose speech signals whose average S/N values and 
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average voice powers are greater than said respective 
predetermined threshold values and which are candi^tes for 
said speech signal suitable for speech recogniti/n, in 
accordance with said average S/N values and a^rage voice 
powers ; and 

said speech recognition means sequ^tially executes 
speech recognition on said candidates^n accordance with 
said candidate order from a highes/ candidate to a lower one. 

5. The speech recognitioi/system according to any one 
of claims 1 to 4. wherein sa£d determination means treats 
those of said speech sign^s which are other than said 
speech signal suitable/for speech recognition as noise 
signals - 

6. The spee<^h recognition system according to any one 

</ 7 

of claims 1 Mo A. wherein of other speech signals than said 
/a 

speech signa/ suitable for speech recognition, that speech 
signal wh<^e average S/N value and average voice power 
become/minimum is treated as a noise signal by said 
dejrermination means . 

7. A sijeech recognition system comprising: 
a plurairty of voice pickup sections for picking up 

uttered voices ; ^ 

a determinak:ion section for determining a speech signal 
suitable for speebh recognition from speech signals output 
from said pluralitV of voice pickup sections; and 

a speech reco^izer for performing speech recognition 
based on said speech\signal determined by said determination 
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section. ■ 

8. The speech Vecognition system according to claim 7, 

'^^^ wherein that of said Weech signals output from said 



plurality of voice pici^up sections whose speech level is 
equal to or higher than a predeteimined speech level and 
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continues over a predetermined period of time is determined 
as said speech signal suitable for speech recognition. 

9. The speech recognition system according to claim 7, 
wherein said determination section acquires an average S/N 
value and average voice power of each of said speech signals 
output from said plurality of voice pickup sections and 
determines that of said speech signal whose average S/N 
value and average voice power are greater than respective 
r predetermined threshold values as said speech signal 

S 15 suitable for speech recognition. 

H 10. The speech recognition system according to claim 9, 

i wherein said determination sec^tion determines a candidate 

order of those speech signals whose average S/N values and 
average voice powers are great4r than said respective 
20 predetermined threshold values W which are candidates for 
said speech signal suitable for\speech recognition, in 
accordance with said average S/n\ values and average voice 

powers ; and \ 

said speech recognizer sequintially executes speech 
25 recognition on said candidates inlaccordance with said 
candidate order from a highest caildidate to a lower one, 

11. The speech recognition ^ystem according to any one 
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of claims 7 to 10. wherein said determination section treats 
those of said speech signals which are other than said 
speech signal suitable for speech recognition as noise 
signals . 

12. The speech recognition system according to any one 
of claims 7 to yC. wherein of other speech signals than said 
speech signal suitable for speech recognition, that speech 
signal whose average S/N value and average voice power 
become minimum is treated as a noise signal by said 
determination section. 

13. A speech recognition method for a speech 
recognition system having a plurality of voice pickup means 
for picking up voices, comprising: 

a voice pickup step of picking up uttered voices using 
said plurality of voice pickup means; 

a determination step of determining a speech signal 
suitable for speech recognition from speech signals output 
from said plurality of voice pickup means; and 

a speech recognition step of performing speech 
recognition based on said speech signal determined by said 

determination step. 

14. The speech recognition method according to claim 
13. wherein that of said speech signals output from said 
plurality of voice pickup means whose speech level is equal 
to or higher than a predetermined speech level and continues 
over a predetermined period of time is determined as said 
speech signal suitable for speech recognition. 



15. The speech recognition method according to claim 
13, wherein said determination step includes a step of 
acquiring an average S/N value and average voice power of 
each of said speech signals output from said plurality of 
voice pickup means and determining that of said speech 
signal whose average S/N value and average voice power are 
greater than respective predetermined threshold values as 
said speech signal suitable for speech recognition. 

16. The speech recognition method according to claim 
15, wherein said determination step further includes a step 
of determining a candidate order of those speech signals 
whose average S/N values and average voice powers are 
greater than said respective predetermined threshold values 
and which are candidates for said speech signal suitable for 
speech recognition, in accordance with said average S/N 
values and average voice powers; and 

said speech recognition step sequentially executes 
speech recognition on said candidates in accordance with 
said candidate order from a iJighest candidate to a lower one. 

17. The speech recognit^ion method according to any one 
of claims 13 to 16, wherein skid determination step includes 
a step of treating those of said speech signals which are 
other than said speech signal Isuitable for speech 
recognition as noise signals. | 

18. The speech recognition method according to any one 

of claims 13 to yf , wherein of lother speech signals than 

A I 
said speech signal suitable foii speech recognition, that 



speech signal whose average S/N value and average voice 
power become minimum is treated as a noise signal in said 
determination step. 
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